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SUBJECT: MEETING BETWEEN NEW MINISTER OF INFORMATION, 

ASSOCIATED PRESS AND PAO 

1. SUMMARY: IN EFEORT CLARIFY STORY ON AIRLIFT ORPHANS, GENERAL HIEP, 
MINISTER OF INFORMATION, ASKED AP REPORTER AND PAO MEET WITH HIM 
TO DISCUSS PROPOSED TV INTERVIEW WITH DEPUTY PM DAN, IN AN 
ARRANGEMENT WHICH COULD HAVE PUT AP AND GVN IN AWKWARD POSITION. 

PAO SUGGESTED ALTERNATE SCENARIO TO AVOID POTENTIALLY SERIOUS PROBLEM 

COMMENTS RE FIRST IMPRESSION HIEP'S PERFORMANCE TO DATE. 

2. GENERAL HIEP ASKED PAO TO MEET WITH HIM LATE THIS MORNING TO 
DISCUSS WHAT HE FELT "INAPPROPRIATE" REPORTING BY AP. HE WAS 
REEERRING TO STORY YESTERDAY THAT LEFTIST OPPOSITION GROUP HAD PUT OUT 

COMMUNIQUE CONDEMNING AIRLIFT OF ORPHANS IN WORDS SUBSTANTIALLY 
SIMILAR TO HANOTS ATTACKS ON AIRLIFT. COMMUNIQUE HAD COPY OF 
LETTER FROM DEPUTY PM DAN TO PM KHIEM, DATED APRIL 2, WHICH 
INCLUDED REFERENCE TO FACT THAT AMBASSADOR MARTINHAD INTERVENED 
TO REQUEST GVN ALLOW ORPHANS TO BE AIRLIFTED. AMBIGUOUS 
SENTENCE WHICH FOLLOWED SUGGESTED AMBASSADOR FELT THIS WOULD 
BE USEFUL IN INFLUENCING AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION, PARTICULARLY 
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3. AP HAD CALLED DAN WHO SAID LETTER WAS AUTHENTIC BUT STATED 
THAT IT WAS HE, DAN, WHO FELT AIRLIFT MIGHT BE USEFUL AND REITERATED 
THAT AMBASSADOR'S INVOLVEMENT WAS FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS ONLY. 

4. HIF.P ASKED PAO TO JOIN MEETING WITH AP REPORTER CARL 
ROBINSON AT 2:30 P.M. SIMPLY TO "ESTABLISH FACTS" AND BECAUSE HE 
WANTED TO INVITE ROBINSON COVER TV INTERVIEW BEING RECORDED BY 
DAN LATER IN AFTERNOON. 

5. AT MEETING, HIEP AND GVN SPOKESMAN CUONG SUGGESTED RATHER 
DIRECTLY THAT AP AND OTHER FOREIGN MEDIA SHOULD NOT COVER SUCH 
STORIES WHICH WERE ONLY DESIGNED TO DISSEMINATE COMMUNIST 
PROPAGANDA. ROBINSON POINTED OUT THAT STORY HAD BEEN CHECKED 
WITH DAN AND AMERICAN EMBASSY AND INCLUDED THEIR COMMENTS. 

HIEP QUIETLY BUT PERSISTENTLY KEPT SUGGESTING FOREIGN NEWS MEDIA 
AVOID SUCH STORIES. 

6. PAO BEGAN TO FEET. HIS PRESENCE COULD BE INTERPRETED AS EMBASSY 
SANCTION OF NONE-TOO-SUBTLE EFFORT TO WARN AP OFF OF WHAT HAD BEEN 
REASONABLY BALANCED COVERAGE OF LEGITIMATE NEWS AND SUGGESTED 
THAT WHILE HE UNDERSTOOD GVN CONCERNS, AT LEAST SOME MEMBERS 

OF VERY LARGE PRESS CORPS WOULD INEVITABLE COVER SUCH STORIES. 

SAID BEST APPROACH FOR GVN WOULD BE TO BE PREPARED IMMEDIATELY 
COMMENT ON SUCH STORIES, GIVING MEDIA OFFICIAL GVN VIEWS AND 
REFUTATIONS. 

7. HIF.P AGREED THIS WAS BEST APPROACH AND STATED HE WAS IN 
PROCESS OF ESTABLISHING 24-HOUR "SITUATION ROOM" WHICH PRESS 
COULD CALL FOR IMMEDIATE COMMENT ON VARIOUS ISSUES. (INTERESTING 
TO NOTE GVN SPOKESMAN CUONG HAS NEVER HAD PHONE IN HIS HOME 
WHICH WOULD ENABLE PRESS TO REACH HIM AROUND THE CLOCK.) 

8. HIEP SAID HE WOULD LIKE ROBINSON TO BE PRESENT AT TAPING OF 
INTERVIEW LATER TODAY WITH DAN SO AP COULD FOLLOW UP ITS 
ORIGINAL STORY WITH GVN'S VIEWS. ROBINSON BEGAN TO FEEL HE WAS 
BEING USED AND DEMURRED IN QUIET WAY. PAO ALSO THOUGHT GVN 
WOULD OPEN ITSELF TO CRITICISM BY OTHER CORRESPONDENTS IF GVN 
ALLOWED ONLY ONE WIRE SERVICE TO COVER WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED 
PUBLIC STATEMENT. 
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9. HE SUGGESTED PRESS CONFERENCE FORMAT BE SET UP AND ALL FOREIGN 
PRESS INVITED, TO AVOID THE PROBLEM AS BOTH AP AND PAO SAW IT. 

HIEP CONCURRED AND CALL WAS SENT OUT TO MEDIA FOR PRESS CONFERENCE 
AT 5:00 P.M. (CONFERENCE WILL BE REPORTED SEPTEL). 

10. COMMENT: HIEP AT FIRST ATTEMPTED USE PAST RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH AP TO DISSUADE AP FROM SUCH COVERAGE, ALSO TELLING 
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ROBINSON THAT HE, HIEP, COULD BE PHONED BY ALL MEDIA 24 HOURS 
A DAY. IE HE INTENDS SO OPEN DOOR, IT WILL DETRACT EROM TIME HE 
NEEDS TO RUN ENTIRE MINISTRY. ON OTHER HAND HIEP RESPONDED 
QUICKLY AND GRACEEULLY TO COUNTER-SUGGESTIONS MADE BY PAO. IT 
CLEAR HE IS MOVING VERY FAST BASICALLY WELL, EVEN THOUGH HE 
MAY NOT YET HAVE PERCEIVED DIEEERENCE IN DEALING DIRECTLY WITH 
PRESS AND RUNNING MINISTRY. HIS SITUATION ROOM IS GOOD 
BEGINNING AND WILL FILL SERIOUS GVN LACK HERETOFORE. FOLLOWING 
MEETING, CUONG TOOK PAO ASIDE TO SAY HIEP HAS BEEN MOVING 
EXTREMELY WELL AND HAS PROMISED TO PROVIDE MORE SUPPORT, 
DIRECTION, AND FLEXIBILITY TO THE INEORMATION APPARATUS. ON 
BALANCE, GOOD START SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MADE EVEN AS HIEP PEELS 
HIS WAY THROUGH INTRICACIES AND DIFPICULTIES INVOLVED. 

MARTIN 
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